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What happened this EcoShabbat? 

 

This EcoShabbat saw many communities come together to engage in conversations 

arising out of COP27 and the Climate Emergency. Shuls, Jewish Organisations and 

individuals decided to learn, discuss and make commitments to improve our 

sustainability as a UK Jewish community. (Many of these commitments were listed 

on our website: https://ecosynagogue.org/challenges-commitments/) 

We also shared other interesting bits of information, such as recipes for an 

EcoShabbat dinner shared by best-selling cookbook author Jamie Geller and daily 

Rabbinic Inspiration videos from our Rabbinic Team at EcoSynagogue. 

As with COP26, EcoSynagogue’s Rabbinic Team wrote an Open Letter to world 

leaders for COP27, calling on them to find a pathway from which we can hope for a 

brighter future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Read it in better quality here: https://ecosynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Open-

Letter-to-World-Leaders-COP27.pdf?fbclid=IwAR32qqEPzYW4IlVN7Cui-

dlB202GJb7KIA25TKMIsIVMDxPeT8c7XSe33iw) 

https://ecosynagogue.org/challenges-commitments/
https://ecosynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Open-Letter-to-World-Leaders-COP27.pdf?fbclid=IwAR32qqEPzYW4IlVN7Cui-dlB202GJb7KIA25TKMIsIVMDxPeT8c7XSe33iw
https://ecosynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Open-Letter-to-World-Leaders-COP27.pdf?fbclid=IwAR32qqEPzYW4IlVN7Cui-dlB202GJb7KIA25TKMIsIVMDxPeT8c7XSe33iw
https://ecosynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Open-Letter-to-World-Leaders-COP27.pdf?fbclid=IwAR32qqEPzYW4IlVN7Cui-dlB202GJb7KIA25TKMIsIVMDxPeT8c7XSe33iw


Roundup of Activities  

 

We are thrilled to have seen so many communities and shuls take part in 

EcoShabbat, holding events to encourage environmental sustainability. These are 

just a few of the events and commitments we were aware of this year and hope to 

see more of in the future. 

  
 

Barnet United Synagogue  
 

 Eco Lead presented on The Jewish Love affair with Food and How to End 
Food Waste.    

 Pledged that plastic bottles and Tetra Pak are permanently banned from shul. 
 Community took part in production of online recipe book “Love Your 

Leftovers”, which will be rolled out for inclusion to other registered 
EcoSynagogue’s.  

  
 

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Friday night dedicated to the planet followed by vegan supper.  
 Vegan recipes shared and circulated. 
 “Share Plants for Shul” event where community members brought indoor 

plants to enhance inside space and make it as green as possible.    
 Cheder children are looking after plants going forward.   



Crouch End Chavurah   
 

 Hosted a vegan Friday night Shabbat,   
International sustainability professional, Monica Kruglianskas PhD, spoke on 
COP27, some of the real action coming out of the conference, as well as the 
work she has done in Brazil with governors of the rainforest.  
 

 

Edgware & Hendon Reform Synagogue  
 

 EHRS Eco team highlighted all of the foods and choices that we make in our 
kiddush and the environmental implications of those choices.  

 Sermon during AJEX Shabbat on how war contributes to environmental 
devastation.  

 
 

Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation & Sukkat Shalom Reform, Edinburgh   
 

 Joined together by combining their Mitzvah Day and EcoShabbat to work on 
the Water of Leith Conservation Project cleaning up the river.  

  
 

Finchley Progressive Synagogue  
  

 Collected and emptied enormous Terracycle bins, which focuses on recycling 
things that can otherwise not be recycled and helps save packaging from 
landfill. 

 
 

Golders Green United Synagogue  
 

 Shul-sponsored vegetarian lunch catered by environmental charity Sadeh 
Farm.    

 Special COP27 sermon by Rabbi Harvey Belovski.  
 
 

Kol Chai  
 

 Held a Study session before Shabbat service looking at Jewish approaches to 
ecology and how we as humans, acknowledge our interdependence with other 
species. 

 Showcased the work of KC Green Team such as how to make a bird-box and 
members being invited to measure carbon profile with various suggestions to 
reduce energy usage. 

 
 
 



Kol Nefesh Masorti.   
 

 Served vegan green lunch made from organic local ingredients and 
completely plastic free. 

 
 

Magen Avot United Synagogue  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Youth special discussion on the importance of environment engagement.    
 Rabbi gave environment and ecology shiur, following vegetarian shiur he gave 

on Parshat Noach. 
 Commitment for EcoShabbat to publish an eco-tip every week in the shul 

newsletter e.g. how to shop more sustainably. 
 Further commitment for EcoShabbat to set goal to use crockery and glass 

instead of disposables going forward. 
 Rota installed for recycling by members taking home/to skip as there are no 

facilities at shul premises.  
 
 

Muswell Hill United Synagogue  
 

 Rabbi featured EcoShabbat in sermon with MP's Catherine West and David 
Lammy, Council leaders, faith leaders and civil society reps present. 

 
 

New North London Masorti Synagogue  
 

 Put a survey on Facebook asking people to respond when they saw certain 
wildlife and held a competition inviting people to submit photos, engaging 
facts and descriptions of certain aspects of nature with a winner for the best 
post each week, to inspire passion for the environment 

 On Shabbat, had an exhibition of photos and facts about birds, trees and 
mammals. 

 Served a vegetarian Kiddush, including swapping out fish products for 
vegetarian bites and making their own dips to save on plastics.  

 Speaker gave each of the minyanim a 3 minute talk on small changes 
individuals can make in the areas of food, fashion and transport.  

 
 

New Essex Masorti Synagogue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Served an eco-friendly vegan Kiddush after their EcoShabbat service. 



 
 

St Albans Masorti Synagogue  
 

 Joint head of the Eco Team at SAMS is gave the sermon on Shabbat.  
 A recruitment drive for new members of their Eco team. 
 Held a community Kiddushim adhering to guidelines to make them more 

environmentally friendly.  
 
 

St Albans United Synagogue 
  

 Bought only UK grown produce for Kiddush.   
 Community made a pledge to buy only UK grown fruit and vegetables for 1 

week to prove how easy this is to adhere to on a longer term.  
 Rabbi’s sermon on environmental issues and how they are relevant to us as 

Jews.  
 

Wembley Sephardi S&P   
 

 Served meatless Hamin (cholent). 
 Held sermon on how religious faith demands protecting the environment.  

 
 

Woodside Park United Synagogue  
 

 Held a vegetarian and eco-friendly Shabbat Sedah. 
 Rabbi did a presentation on “What we can learn from Shabbat to improve our 

everyday lives to help protect the planet”. 
 Had EcoSynagogue Project Manager Andrea Passe as a speaker on 

“Understanding why the “little” carbon savings are as important as the “big” 
ones”. 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Awards 

 

Mazel tov to the new recipients of the EcoSynagogue Awards for November 2022! 

 

Silver Award Winners 

 

       Garnethill Synagogue       Nottingham Liberal Synagogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           https://ecosynagogue.org/garnethill-synagogue/                    https://ecosynagogue.org/nottingham-liberal-synagogue/  

 

Bronze Award Winners 

 

    Harlow Jewish Community             Woodside Park United Synagogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           https://ecosynagogue.org/harlow-jewish-community/        https://ecosynagogue.org/woodside-park-united-synagogue/  

https://ecosynagogue.org/garnethill-synagogue/
https://ecosynagogue.org/nottingham-liberal-synagogue/
https://ecosynagogue.org/harlow-jewish-community/
https://ecosynagogue.org/woodside-park-united-synagogue/


London Faith & Belief Community Award 

 

EcoSynagogue are delighted to share the news that we have received a certificate of 

recognition for being one of the recognised projects at the London Faith & Belief 

Community Awards 2022 held in Westminster Abbey. 

“The London Faith & Belief Community Awards celebrate the vital work of London’s 

faith and belief communities by bringing together local heroes and shining a light on 

their inspirational work, demonstrating how Londoners from all faiths and beliefs can 

work together for a fairer and more inclusive city.” 

This certificate comes just after EcoShabbat and acts as a good motivator for us to 

keep moving forward and promote environmental sustainability and engagement 

across the Jewish community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Dr David Dangoor CBE DL, Chair of His 

Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Greater 

London’s Council on Faith 

With Rabbi Jeff Berger (EcoSynagogue 

Rabbinic Team) 



Press Releases 

 

EcoShabbat was able to gain some publicity in the news with its name appearing 

multiple times, both physical and online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The EcoSynagogue Rabbinic team have also had their own columns published in 

various newspapers about COP27, climate change, and EcoShabbat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

(See more at https://ecosynagogue.org/press-2022/) 

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg from our Rabbinic Team also appeared on BBC Radio 4’s 

'Thought for the Day' in which he reflected on hope amid the climate crisis. 

Listen here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0df79cv 

https://ecosynagogue.org/press-2022/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0df79cv

